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Feb 27/76

Dear Family of mine
I’'m writing for the feelings to come back and thought

I'd start on a letter + ramble on + see what comes out.

You’re not going to see much from the pictures - our
life. There is not at all exciting + nothing much to take pictures
of. Infactitis deliberately boring — to get us part the worldly
desire for fun, excitement, stimulation. Bit difficult at first, but
very pleasant after a while. Visitors come + will say ‘Oh, it’s
so peaceful here’, but after a couple days ‘Isn’t there anything
to do? Whenit's just you + your mind then we see how much

we are dependent on externals.

But Wat Bah Bung Wai has been a beehive of activity
these days. Laypeople are building a new sala, kitchen
+kutis (11 to be exact). More monks have come, we are 20
farangs now. It is has mushroomed beyond anybody’s

thoughts. The practice is
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is very good here, Luang Por is an exceptional person
+ Acharn Sumedho also, so he understands Luang Por’s

teachings + can teach us in English.

They’re building a new highway almost in front of our
wat. They'll pave it + everything + it's going to be the main
highway to Bangkok.

(later)

You probably haven’t heard of Luang Por ‘5-year plan’
(especially since I've never said anything) Well, you see,
whenever anybody comes to be a disciple of Luang Por he
tells them they should stay as a monk for 5 years under him.
So 1 down + 4 to go. When | first ordained | visited Bapong
+ when | found out about it | couldn’t see myself as a monk
for very long. + left for Supanburi Now | can’t see much else

to do. It's not like signing a contract or anything.
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| can do what | like. But what I'd like to do is live here.
Itis a very special opportunity to meet someone like Luang
Por. If you just look at him, his short + fat+ age is starting to
show on him, but his manner, way of living + the feeling you
get around him is one of knowing here’s a person who is
not fooled by anything in the world + is above all of it. But

more than that he has found the joy of life.
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